The growing significance of the role played by analytical chemistry in process control is now widely acknowledged [5, 6] . The ready implementation of on-line process monitoring by using FIA analysers [7] allows for a fairly high degree of automation, as compared with the at-line and off-line alternatives, and facilitates calibration with respect to in-line and invasive methodologies [8] . The inherent advantages of FIA as an alternative to conventional approaches to monitoring pharmaceutical dissolution tests [9] have been discussed in depth elsewhere 10] . A significant advantage is the possibility of determining not only the active component in the sample, but also its degradation products.
In addition, FIA allows the ready implementation of speciation studies [11 ] , such as the.determination of ti"ee and combined analytes in various matrices by splitting the injected sample plugs into two subplugs, one ofwhich is usually subjected to a previous normally hydrolysis reaction. The two channels through which the subplugs
Reagents
(1) Aqueous solution of Fe(NO3)3"9H20 of pH 2"4 containing 1"0 g/1 Fe(III). (2) Aqueous 0"45 M HC1 and 0"50 M NaOH solutions. (3) Aqueous "0 g/1 salicylic acid and 2"0 g/1 acetylsalicylic acid solutions from which more dilute solutions were prepared as required. 
